[Retrospective analysis of clinical and pathological factors that influence patient survival in salivary gland cancer - could chemotherapy improve survival ?].
The purpose of this retrospective study was to evaluate the prognostic factors in salivary gland cancer using a multivariate analysis. In total, 45 consecutive patients who underwent planned radical resection for salivary gland cancer between 1985 and 2010 were analyzed. Univariate and multivariate analyses were performed to analyze the clinical and pathological factors that influence patient survival in salivary gland cancer(tumor location, T and N classification, histological grade, excision margin status, postoperative radiotherapy, and postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy). The results of the multivariate analysis showed that T classification(odds ratio[OR]: 2.93, 95%confidence interval[CI]: 1.47-5.82), and excision margin status(OR: 4.86, 95% CI: 1.76-13.44)had a significant impact on tumor-free survival time, suggesting that both are important prognostic factors in salivary gland cancer. Moreover, postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy showed a tendency to improve tumor free survival time(OR: 0.28, 95% CI: 0.07-1.11), thereby indicating its potential in improving prognosis in patients with salivary gland cancer.